DESCRIBING GRAPH/CHART



The bar chart below shows the number of men and women studying
engineering at Australian universities.

Summarise the information in the chart by selecting and reporting the
main features. Make comparisons where relevant.
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The bar chart illustrates the number of men and women
studying engineering at Australian universities between the
years 1992 and 2012 at 10-year intervals.

It can be seen that the number of male students fell slightly from
14,000 in 1992 to 12,000 in 2002, and then remained level
through the following decade. The number of female students is
relatively low, starting at 2,000 in 1992. However, while the
number of men decreased, the number of women increased.
Female students grew steadily by 2,000 each decade. This led
to a rise in the total number of engineering students from 16,000
to 18,000 in this period.



Men continue to make up the majority of students. However, the
proportion of female students increased sharply in this period. In
1992 there was one woman to every seven men, but by 2012
this had narrowed to one woman to every two men.

Overall, we can see a clear upward trend in the number of
female engineering students in Australian universities, while the
number of male students seems to have levelled off.
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3. Compare the information. Talk about differences or similarities between
the groups shown. _
4. | Conclude by saying what the main trends or changes are. |
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Verbs for describing how data have changed:

* o increase « o remain (unchanged)
* fogoup * o be steady

o forise » o plateau

* toclimb

Adjectives and adverbs to describe how fast the change occurred:

* sharp e steady
* dramatic * gradual
* significant e slight



UPWARD TREND YERBS DOWNWARD TREND YERES

« toincrease HOW TO DESCRIBE NO CHANGE

« [0 decrease

« 0 rise « tofall

« 10 QD UI:l . t0 qo ol o . rema?ﬂeg the StEIrT'I;:E

« toclimb « 0 decline ’ rernz_u.ne Fonskan
= stabilised

« toshootup « o drop « levelled off

« to rocket = 0 plunge . moderatiey

« tosoar « 10 plummet . little by little

« step by step

ADVERBS TO DESCRIBE BIG CHANGES ADVERBS TO DESCRIBE SMALL CHANGES

« dramatically « gradually
« sharply « slighthy

« suUddenky « steadily

« significantly « gently

« drastically « moderatley
« noticeably « little by little

o sieeply « step by step



